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Contact Your Congressman!

Contact Your Senators!
Take Action Now!  
 

March 31st, 2011
Dear Liberty Activist,

Wisconsin Governor Scott Walker's victory, rolling back collective bargaining powers for public sector
union pension and health care benefits, is in danger.  Wisconsin Supreme Court Justice David Prosser
is being challeneged in an election on April 5, and the outcome may ultimately determine whether the
law remains in effect or is struck down, no matter how specious the arguments against
implementation.  Please read the following message from blogger Ace of Spades about what you can
do:

Donate to Help Justice Prosser!

National Review is sounding the alarm bells -- this is the left's first attempt to litigate the 2010
election.

It is important that conservatives nationwide make this campaign their own. What is at stake in Wisconsin is
not just one piece of legislation or one bill restoring a measure of sanity to the state budgeting process. The
question to be answered in Wisconsin is: Who works for whom? Do the public employees work for the
citizens, or are the citizens mere cattle to be disposed of at the pleasure of the bureaucrats and their union
bosses? Every arrow in the quiver — court cases, judicial elections, recall, lawsuits, lies, libels, and brute
thuggery — will be thrown at this case, along with lots of money derived from the union dues that state and
local governments helpfully deduct from their employees’ paychecks on the unions’ behalf. Wisconsin may
seem an unlikely battleground, but a line must be drawn, and this is the place to draw it.

You can't donate to Justice Prosser, but, oh, lookie here, it turns out you can donate to two groups running ads in his
favor: The Wisconsin Club for Growth and Wisconsin Manufacturers & Conmerce.

Some of you had written in asking how to help Justice Prosser.  So here's something you can do.  Give to the Wisconsin Club for
Growth and Wisconsin Manufacturers & Commerce so they can run their ads helping Justice Prosser.

In today's Liberty Action Report, Americans risk radiation exposure in TSA scanners, Senator Orrin Hatch proposes an anti-
appropriations committee, GM asks for another bailout, and Senator Marco Rubio draws a line in the sand.

Please send your letters to the editor to Robert@getliberty.org. We publish all points of view!

Keep fighting!

For Liberty,

Robert Romano
Senior Editor of ALG News
www.getliberty.org

P.S. Want to help us keep fighting? Help us out with a donation today! Or mail it to: Americans for Limited Government, 9900 Main
Street, Suite 303, Fairfax, VA 22031.
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Americans for Limited Government is dedicated to directing activists to take bold action in the defense of
liberty nationwide.  Please contact your Congressmen and Senators and tell them to support policies that
limit the size, scope, and powers of government, empower free markets and individuals, protect
property and individual rights, and give the American people the choice to make decisions for
themselves whether it has to do with health care, education, or retirement security.

Also, you can become a NetRight Blogger by visiting NetRightNation.com. 
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Debt More Dire than Anyone Thinks
Soon the $14.2 trillion national debt will become too large to even refinance, let alone be repaid.

Cartoon: Nuclear Meltdown
Uncle Sam contracts a case of China Syndrome.

Video: Exclusive ALG Sit-down With Sen. Orrin Hatch on BBA
Balanced Budget Amendment with teeth introduced with all 47 Senate Republicans on board.

And the beat-down goes on
Proposed EPA rules will do more harm than good for human health, especially for minorities.

Debt More Dire than Anyone Thinks

By Bill Wilson

Adapted from a letter to the U.S. Senate.

The nation is risking a fiscal calamity that threatens a catastrophic default on the
$14.2 trillion national debt and the collapse of the dollar as the world’s reserve
currency. If something is not done to bring the nation’s fiscal house into order, soon
the debt will become too large to even refinance, let alone be repaid.

That is why Americans for Limited Government strongly endorses the Senate
Republican Balanced Budget Amendment and urges all members of the Senate to
fight for its immediate adoption. Soon the gross national debt will become larger than
the entire economy, and by 2021, the Office of Management and Budget projects it
will soar to over $25 trillion.

Interest payments alone threaten to destabilize the nation’s finances very soon. In
2010, the Treasury paid a total of $413 billion in interest on the debt, including $216
billion to the Social Security and Medicare trust funds. The total interest is a real obligation that requires real borrowing to meet,
and cannot be readily discounted as revenue to the entitlement programs when it is in fact a liability to taxpayers.

The total interest owed on the debt will actually be over $1.2 trillion in 2021. And since the government never anticipates the debt
being paid down, the number will easily grow to over $2.4 trillion by 2030. Moody’s has warned that when interest owed on the
debt reaches 18 to 20 percent of revenue, the nation’s gold-plated Triple-A credit rating will be downgraded. The trouble is that
the Office of Management and Budget projects total interest owed for 2011 to be $430.4 billion.  By that measure, total interest is
already 19.79 percent of the projected $2.174 trillion of revenue. That means time has already run out.

Currently, the $14.2 trillion national debt already stands at 95.5 percent of the nation’s $14.8 trillion Gross Domestic Product (GDP).
While it is unclear at what percentage of debt-to-GDP that the debt will become too large to refinance, the warning signs are
already there that we cannot even meet our current obligations honestly.

Pimco reports that in 2009, 80 percent of treasuries were purchased by the Federal Reserve, and in 2010, it had to buy 70 percent,
bringing its current U.S. debt holdings to $1.3 trillion. As a result, the Fed is the largest lender to the U.S. government in the world
— all with printed money — more than China or Japan. When the Fed ends QE2 in June, it will likely keep a high water mark of
$1.5 trillion in treasuries holdings.

Printing money to refinance the debt cannot continue for long without very severe consequences, including a potential collapse of
the dollar as the world’s reserve currency, hyperinflation, and a complete default on the nation’s obligations. The time to pass the
Balanced Budget Amendment is now, before it is too late and it becomes impossible for the debt to ever be repaid.

The Balanced Budget Amendment being proposed, once implemented, will make it possible that for the first time since 1957, the
national debt can be reduced. This must begin to occur to reassure the nation’s creditors that the U.S. intends to honor its
obligations with real money, not with a “pretended payment” that economist Adam Smith warned against.

With the upcoming vote on increasing the national debt ceiling above $14.294 trillion, now is the opportunity to use your leverage

 

http://getliberty.org/
http://www.netrightdaily.com/
http://www.netrightdaily.com/
http://libertyfeatures.com/
http://libertyfeatures.com/
http://obamacarewatcher.org/
http://obamacarewatcher.org/
http://getliberty.org/content.asp?pl=3&contentid=3
http://getliberty.org/content.asp?pl=3&contentid=3
http://getliberty.org/donation.asp
http://getliberty.org/content.asp?pl=5&contentid=5
http://getliberty.org/content.asp?pl=5&contentid=5
http://getliberty.org/content.asp?pl=30&contentid=30
http://getliberty.org/content.asp?pl=30&contentid=30
http://getliberty.org/content.asp?pl=187&contentid=187
http://getliberty.org/content.asp?pl=187&contentid=187
http://blog.getliberty.org/
http://getliberty.org/content.asp?pl=108&sl=113&contentid=113
http://getliberty.org/content.asp?pl=108&sl=119&contentid=119
http://getliberty.org/content.asp?pl=108&sl=126&contentid=126
http://getliberty.org/content.asp?pl=108&sl=151&contentid=151
http://feeds.feedburner.com/getliberty
http://www.getliberty.org/files/LetterBalancedBudget3-31-11.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/omb/budget/fy2012/assets/tables.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/omb/budget/fy2012/assets/tables.pdf
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/omb/budget/fy2012/assets/hist08z5.xls
http://www.whitehouse.gov/sites/default/files/omb/budget/fy2012/assets/hist08z5.xls
http://www.investors.com/NewsAndAnalysis/Article.aspx?id=532490
http://www.investors.com/NewsAndAnalysis/Article.aspx?id=532490
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VmTXxsn7g1Y
http://blogs.reuters.com/felix-salmon/2011/03/02/when-bonds-lose-their-bid/
http://www.federalreserve.gov/releases/h41/Current/
http://www.treasury.gov/resource-center/data-chart-center/tic/Documents/mfh.txt
http://www.treasurydirect.gov/govt/reports/pd/histdebt/histdebt_histo4.htm
http://blog.getliberty.org/default.asp?display=2032


http://getliberty.org/content.asp?pl=108&contentid=108[04-01-2011 6:41:06 PM]

not just to get an up-or-down vote on the Balanced Budget Amendment, but to get it adopted. To do so, we urge you to take your
case directly to the American people, who will join with you in fighting to make certain that another increase in the debt will never
again be necessary.

The American people must be advised of these cataclysmic risks of inaction. There is a very dangerous misconception that the
nation can just continue borrowing and printing money perpetually. It cannot. Nor will it long endure as the world’s foremost
economic and military superpower if it tries to.

Besides a failure to meet our fiscal obligations, a national default will mean that the U.S. will be unable to meet its security
obligations around the world, destabilizing whole regions, and threatening national security. It is likely for this reason that Chairman
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Admiral Mike Mullen, described the debt as the number one danger facing America.

With a projected $1.645 trillion budget deficit for this year alone, the hour grows late for real action to rein in the federal
government’s unsustainable spending binge. It is clear that Congress lacks the political will to do what is necessary on its own. It
needs the constitutional limits on spending, taxation, and the balanced budget requirement outlined in your amendment to compel
it to act prudently when handling the American people’s finances.

We thank Senate Republicans for their work on this critical issue, and urge them to use all the tools at their disposal, including the
leverage of increasing the national debt ceiling, to ensure speedy adoption of the Balanced Budget Amendment. If they will take a
courageous stand to save this nation from certain ruin, the American people will surely stand with them.

Bill Wilson is the President of Americans for Limited Government.

Nuclear Meltdown

 

ALG Editor's Note: William Warren's award-winning cartoons published at GetLiberty.org are a free service of ALG News Bureau.
They may be reused and redistributed free of charge.

Exclusive ALG Sit-down With Sen. Orrin Hatch on BBA

Video by Frank McCaffrey
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And the beat-down goes on

By Paul Driessen

Presidential candidate Barack Obama promised that his policies would cause electricity
rates to “skyrocket” and “bankrupt” any company trying to build a coal-fired
generating plant. This is one promise he and his über-regulators are keeping.

President Obama energetically promotes wind and solar projects that require millions
of acres of land and billions of dollars in subsidies, to generate expensive, intermittent
electricity and create jobs that cost taxpayers upwards of $220,000 apiece — most of
them in China.

His Interior Department is locking up more coal and petroleum prospects, via “wild
lands” and other designations, and dragging its feet on issuing leases and drilling
permits. Meanwhile, his Environmental Protection Agency is challenging shale gas
drilling and fracking, and imposing draconian carbon dioxide emission rules, now that Congress and voters have rejected cap-tax-
and-trade. That’s for starters.

The beat-down of hydrocarbon energy goes on. Oil, gas and coal provide 85 percent of the energy that keeps America humming,
but the administration is doing all it can to take it out of our mix. American voters, consumers and workers may want more drilling,
mining and use of hydrocarbons, to get the economy going again. But the administration has a different agenda.

EPA Administrator Lisa Jackson has unveiled another 946 pages of regulations that she claims will protect public health. The regs
cover 84 “dangerous pollutants” that are already being scrubbed out of power plant emission streams by a host of innovative
technologies. In fact, coal-fired generators now emit a fraction of what they did just 40 years ago.

The most frequently cited of these pollutants is mercury. Higher doses cause well-known ill-health effects, from severe neurological
damage to brain damage and death. However, it has been all but eliminated in herbicides, light switches, thermometers and other
products.

Its presence in coal and power plant emissions is likewise minimal and declining. The last serious cases of human health impacts
from mercury poisoning in the US occurred decades ago — and coal-fired power plants remain the largest source of US-based
manmade mercury only because other human sources are essentially gone.

Nevertheless, EPA and its anti-energy, anti-job allies like Climate Progress and Greenpeace are using mercury to spearhead their
latest campaign against a fuel that provides half of all US electricity, and up to 95 percent in many manufacturing states. Even
worse, they claim minorities somehow are especially at risk from mercury and other power plant pollutants. They even went so far
as to hold a people-of-color-only press conference, to stir up fears and persuade minority interest groups to support the new
regulations.

A few elemental facts put the alleged “dangers” power plant mercury emissions in perspective — which EPA and its fellow
campaigners steadfastly refuse to do. They also illustrate how EPA abuses science, statistics and tax-funded “education” campaigns
to promote needless public anxiety and expand its control over our lives, jobs and consumer choices, on a host of pollutants that
pose little actual risk.

First and foremost, we are talking about a mere 41 tons of mercury per year. If that sounds like a lot, consider the following.

The United Nations Environment Program estimates that the cremation of human remains results in 26 tons of atmospheric mercury
per year — from mercury-silver amalgams in teeth fillings.

China’s coal-fired power plants emit six times more mercury than their US counterparts, and power plants worldwide emit nearly
twelve times as much, according to UN and other data. Since the atmosphere, jet streams and weather systems are global
phenomena, all this mercury is mixed with US emissions,

But even these manmade sources are dwarfed by natural sources.

According to the National Center for Atmospheric Research, forest fires in the Lower 48 States and Alaska annually put over 44
tons of mercury into the air. Root systems carry naturally occurring mercury from soils into their leaves and wood; forest fires
release the mercury into the atmosphere and also “roast” it out of burned soils. (Maybe it’s time to ban forest fires — and wood-
burning stoves.)

Recent studies by two Cambridge University scientists calculate that man and Mother Nature discharge up to 9100 tons of mercury

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d-hCiKDbxJk
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into the global atmospheric every year. Most comes from volcanoes, but subsea vents (the Mid-Atlantic Ridge and elsewhere),
geysers and forest fires also play major roles.

In other words, US power plants account for less than 0.5 percent of all the mercury in the air that we Americans breathe. Even
eliminating every ounce of this mercury will do nothing about the other 99.5 percent of that pollutant in America’s atmosphere.

And yet EPA & Company demand that we do just that — at a cost of billions of dollars per year, to “protect” us from infinitesimal
or imaginary risks.

Perhaps our helpful bureaucrats and activists could put a Plexiglass bubble over the entire United States, to keep those evil natural
and Chinese gases out; plug Old Faithful and Kilauea; keep people (especially minorities) away from Yellowstone National Park; and
ban curly mercury-enhanced CFL bulbs.

Add up everything EPA is doing to tax, obstruct and penalize coal use, and we are looking at huge increases in electricity prices.
These skyrocketing prices will hammer family budgets, especially in minority communities, impairing nutrition and health, making it
harder for many families to heat, cool and pay for their homes, and increasing illness and death.

Soaring energy prices will also force numerous companies to outsource manufacturing operations and jobs. Electricity is a major
cost for factories, offices, stores, hospitals and schools. Every price hike hits them with another $10,000 to $1,000,000 or more in
new annual expenses that they must pass on to consumers — or address by laying off more employees, whose families then suffer
even more.

These hard realities must be viewed against 8.9 percent national, 11.6 percent Hispanic and 15.3 percent black joblessness. (These
figures do not include people who have given up on finding a job, or have been forced to take part-time or temporary work.) EPA’s
unelected and unaccountable bureaucrats are being completely disingenuous when they say their latest ten-pound stack of rules
will bring one milligram of net benefit to human health and welfare, especially for minorities.

EPA’s special “stakeholder briefing” on March 16 certainly conveys the correct image. Environmental activist groups are holding the
stake that this rogue agency intends to pound through the heart of America’s economic recovery and civil rights progress.

EPA needs to start basing its policies and rules on science, reality, common sense, and comprehensive public health considerations.
Congress needs to reassert its authority over EPA.

Both need to focus on responsible, science-based air and water quality standards that address real health and economic needs —
and recognize that “human health and welfare” means more than eliminating every vestige of US manmade emissions, especially
when we can do absolutely nothing about the vast majority of natural and manmade global emissions.

America — and our economic and civil rights progress — are waiting.

Paul Driessen is senior policy advisor for the Congress of Racial Equality and Committee For A Constructive Tomorrow, and author
of Eco-Imperialism: Green power — Black death.
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